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Apology	—	Robert	Barclay	—		304-309	
the	crucifixion	of	the	will	
extract	of	Proposition	XI		§x	
	
§	x.				I	suppose	no	one	will	deny	that	it	is	a	duty	incumbent	
upon	all	to	wait	upon	God	and	to	watch	before	him,	and	no	
one	will	question	that	this	is	also	a	part	of	worship,	since	
there	is	hardly	any	other	command	so	frequently	given	in	
the	holy	Scriptures,	as	in	Psalms	27:14;	37:7,	34;	Proverbs	
20:22;	Isaiah	30:18;	Hosea	12:6;	Zechariah	3:8;1	Matthew	
24:42;	25:13;	26:41;	Mark	13:33,	35,	37;	Luke	21:36;	Acts	
1:4,	20:31;	I	Corinthians	16:13;	Colossians	4:2,	
I	Thessalonians	55:6;	II	Timothy	4:5;	I	Peter	4:7.		Also,	this	
duty	is	very	frequently	recommended	with	many*	great	and	
precious	promises,	as	in	Psalms	25:3,	37:9;	69:6;	Isaiah	
40:31;	Lamentations	3:25-26;	“They	that	wait	upon	the	
Lord	shall	renew	their	strength,”	etc.		How	can	this	waiting	
on	the	Lord,	or	watching	before	him	be	done,	except	by	this	
silence	we	have	spoken	of?		And	since	it	is	a	great	and	
principal	duty,	it	necessarily	precedes	all	others	in	both	
nature	and	time.		This	is	not	only	an	outward	silence	of	the	
body	but	an	inward	silence	of	the	mind	from	all	its	own	
imaginations	and	thoughts.		In	order	to	understand	this	
better	and	more	perfectly,	it	should	be	considered,	
according	to	Truth	and	to	the	principles	and	doctrines	
previously	affirmed	and	proved,	that	man	has	a	twofold	
aspect:		his	natural,	unregenerate,	and	fallen	state,	and	his	
spiritual	and	renewed	condition.		From	this	comes	the	
distinction	between	the	“natural	man”	and	the	“spiritual	

																																																								
1	Zechariah	3:8	is	the	citation	found	in	the	early	editions	of	both	Latin	
and	English,	although	we	do	not	see	its	applicability	to	the	point	
Barclay	is	making.	
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man”2	which	the	apostle	often	makes,	and	which	I	have	
spoken	about	before,	and	also	the	two	births	of	the	mind	
which	proceed	from	the	two	seeds	in	man,	the	good	Seed	
and	the	evil	one.	
From	the	evil	seed	all	kinds	of	gross	and	abominable	

wickedness	and	profanity	proceed,	and	also	hypocrisy	and	
those	iniquities	which	the	Scripture	calls	spiritual,	because	
the	serpent	works	in	the	natural	man	through	spiritual	
things.		Because	such	things	have	a	form	and	appearance	of	
the	good,	they	are	much	more	hurtful	and	dangerous,	being	
“Satan	transforming	himself	into	an	angel	of	light.”3		That	is	
why	the	Scripture	so	frequently	and	urgently	shuts	out	and	
excludes	the	natural	man	from	meddling	with	the	things	of	
God	(as	we	have	observed	before),	and	denies	his	efforts	in	
such	things	although	they	may	be	performed	by	the	most	
excellent	of	human	talents,	such	as	wisdom	and	eloquence.	
There	are	two	kinds	of	spiritual	wickedness;	though	both	

are	of	the	same	type	and	proceed	from	the	same	root,	they	
differ	in	degree	and	sometimes	in	subject.		The	first	kind	is	
when	the	natural	man	is	meddling	and	working	in	the	
things	of	religion,	and	from	his	own	conceptions	and	
guesses	he	affirms	or	proposes	wrong	and	erroneous	
notions	and	opinions	about	God	and	about	spiritual	things,	
and	invents	superstitions,	ceremonies,	observances	and	
worship	rituals.		That	has	been	the	source	of	all	the	heresies	
and	superstitions	among	Christians.		The	second	kind	is	
when	the	natural	man,	from	a	mere	conviction	of	his	own	
understanding,	and	in	the	presumptuous	boldness	of	his	
own	will	and	by	his	own	natural	strength,	without	the	
influence	and	leading	of	God’s	Spirit,	starts	imagining,	
conceiving	or	thinking	about	the	things	of	God,	or	actually	
starts	performing	them	by	preaching	or	praying.		The	first	is	
																																																								
2	See	I	Corinthians	2:14-15	
3	II	Corinthians	11:14	
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a	defect	both	in	matter	and	in	form.		The	second	retains	the	
form	but	lacks	the	Life	and	Substance	of	Christianity,	
because	Christian	religion	does	not	consist	merely	in	the	
belief	in	true	doctrines,	or	in	the	mere	performance	of	acts	
which	are	good	in	themselves.		Otherwise	the	bare	letter	of	
the	Scripture,	spoken	by	a	drunkard	or	a	devil,	might	be	said	
to	be	spirit	and	life;	I	believe	no	one	will	be	so	absurd	as	to	
say	that.		And	also	it	would	logically	follow	that	where	the	
form	of	godliness	is,	the	power	is	there	also,	which	is	
contrary	to	the	clear	words	of	the	apostle.		The	form	of	
godliness	cannot	be	said	to	exist,	either	where	the	notions	
and	opinions	believed	are	erroneous	and	ungodly,	or	where	
the	actions	are	evil	and	wicked;	for	then	it	would	be	the	
form	of	ungodliness,	and	not	the	form	of	godliness.	.	.	.	
This	kind	of	idolatry,	in	which	a	man	loves,	idolizes,	and	

clings*	to	his	own	conceptions	and	inventions,	the	products	
of	his	own	brain,	is	deeply	rooted	in	man’s	fallen	nature,	
something	which	man	is	so	prone	to	fall	into.		As	long	as	the	
first	author	and	actor	in	man	is	his	own	natural	spirit,	as	
long	as	that	is	the	only	thing	which	guides	and	moves	him	in	
his	worship	of	God,	as	long	as	he	does	not	wait	first	for	
another	Guide	to	direct	him,	he	can	never	perform	the	pure	
spiritual	worship	nor	bring	forth	anything	but	the	fruit	of	
that	first,	fallen,	natural	and	corrupt	root.	
The	time	appointed	by	God	has	now	come,	when	he	has	

been	pleased	to	restore	the	true	spiritual	worship	by	Jesus	
Christ.		The	outward	form	of	worship	which	God	ordained	
to	the	Jews	has	come	to	an	end,	that	worship	in	which	the	
manner	and	time	of	its	performance	was	specifically	
determined	by	God	himself.		Now	we	find	that	Jesus	Christ,	
the	author	of	the	Christian	religion,	prescribes	no	set	form	
of	worship	for	his	children	under	the	pure	administration	of	
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the	New	Covenant;4	he	only	tells	them	that	the	worship	
which	should	now	be	performed	is	spiritual	and	in	the	
Spirit.		It	should	be	especially	noted	that	there	is	no	order	or	
command	about	this	in	the	whole	New	Testament,	other	
than	to	follow	the	revelations	of	the	Spirit,	except	the	
general	command	of	meeting	together;	that	is	something	we	
heartily	accept	and	practice	diligently,	as	shall	be	discussed	
later.		It	is	true	that	mention	is	made	of	the	duties	of	
praying,	preaching,	and	singing,	but	there	is	not	one	word	
about	what	order	or	method	should	be	used,	or	that	these	
things	should	be	done	as	soon	as	the	saints	are	gathered;	
indeed	these	duties	(as	shall	be	proved	later)	should	always	
be	done	with	the	help,	leadings,	and	motions	of	God’s	Spirit.		
Since	in	his	natural	state	man	is	excluded	from	acting	or	
moving	in	spiritual	things,	how	can	he	fulfill	the	first	and	
																																																								
4	Objection:		If	anyone	objects	that	the	Lord’s	prayer	is	a	prescribed	
form	of	prayer	and	therefore	a	form	of	worship	given	by	Christ	to	his	
children:	
			Answer:		I	answer,	first,	that	this	cannot	be	objected	by	any	sort	of	
Christians	I	know	of,	because	there	are	none	that	do	not	use	other	
prayers,	or	that	limit	their	worship	to	this.		Second,	this	was	
commanded	to	the	disciples	while	they	were	still	weak,	before	they	
had	received	the	dispensation	of	the	Gospel,	not	so	that	they	would	
only	pray	in	this	way,	but	so	that	he	could	show	by	one	example	that	
their	prayers	ought	to	be	short,	and	not	like	the	long	prayers	of	the	
Pharisees.		It	is	apparent	that	this	was	the	purpose,	because	among	all	
the	prayers	mentioned	in	the	Scripture	which	various	saints	made	
later,	none	of	them	made	use	of	this	prayer,	nor	repeated	it,	but	rather	
they	used	other	words	according	to	what	was	required	then,	and	as	
the	Spirit	gave	them	what	to	say.		Third,	this	is	clear	in	Romans	8:26	
(which	will	be	discussed	later	at	greater	length)	where	the	apostle	
says,	“We	do	not	know	what	we	should	pray	for	as	we	ought,	but	the	
Spirit	himself	makes	intercession	for	us,”	etc.		If	the	Lord’s	Prayer	had	
been	a	prescribed	form	of	prayer	to	the	church	what	Paul	says	would	
not	have	been	true:	they	would	not	have	been	ignorant	of	what	to	
pray	for,	nor	would	they	have	needed	the	help	of	the	Spirit	to	teach	
them.	
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principal	duty	of	waiting	on	God	except	in	silence,	and	by	
bringing	that	natural	part	to	silence?		That	can	only	be	done	
by	abstaining	from	his	own	thoughts	and	imaginations,	from	
all	the	workings	and	motions	of	his	own	mind,	both	in	
things	which	are	materially	good	as	well	as	in	evil	things,	so	
that	when	he	is	silent	God	may	speak	in	him,	and	the	good	
Seed	may	arise.	.	.	.	
Since	we	are	commanded	to	“wait	upon	God	diligently,”	

and	are	promised	that	when	we	do	that	our	“strength	shall	
be	renewed,”5	we	can	only	perform	this	waiting	by	a	silence	
or	cessation	of	the	natural	part,	since	God	does	not	manifest	
himself	to	the	senses	or	the	outward	man,	but	rather	to	the	
inward,	to	the	soul	and	spirit.		If	the	soul	is	still	thinking	and	
working	in	her	own	will	and	busily	exercised	in	her	own	
imaginations,	although	the	subject	in	itself	may	be	good	
things*	concerning	God,	yet	by	this	busy-ness	she	makes	
herself	unable	to	discern	the	“still	small	voice”6	of	the	Spirit,	
and	so	injures	herself	greatly,	because	she	is	neglecting	her	
chief	duty	of	waiting	upon	the	Lord.		It’s	as	if	I	were	busy	
shouting	and	speaking	about	some	matter,	while	in	the	
meantime	I	neglected	to	listen	to	someone	quietly	
whispering	in	my	ear	to	inform	me	about	things	which	it	
was	most	important	for	me	to	hear	and	know	about	that	
same	matter.		It	is	the	chief	duty	of	a	Christian	to	
experience*	that	his	natural	will	is	crucified	in	its	own	
initiatives,	so	that	God	may	move	in	the	act	and	in	the	will;	
the	Lord	highly	values	this	profound	subjection	and	self-
denial.	
Some	people	please	themselves	and	gratify	their	own	

sensual	will	and	whim	in	lofty	and	curious	speculations	
about	religion,	either	because	they	can	acquire	renown	and	
reputation	that	way	or	because	those	things	have	become	
																																																								
5	See	Isaiah	40:31	
6	I	Kings	19:12	
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pleasant	and	habitual,	although	in	their	spirit	they	are	not	a	
bit	regenerated	or	sanctified	inwardly;	it’s	just	the	same	as	
others	who	gratify	their	lusts	in	sensual	acts.		Therefore	
both	kinds	of	gratification	are	hurtful	to	the	man	and	sinful	
in	the	sight	of	God,	since	they	are	nothing	but	the	fruit	and	
effect	of	man’s	natural	and	unrenewed	will	and	spirit.		If,	out	
of	a	sense	of	sin	and	fear	of	punishment,	anyone	(as	no	
doubt	many	do)	tries	to	terrify	themselves	from	sin,	by	
multiplying	thoughts	of	death,	hell	and	judgment	and	by	
imagining	the	happiness	and	joys	of	heaven,	and	also	by	
multiplying	prayers	and	other	religious	actions	—	since	
these	things	could	never	save	him	from	a	single	sin	without	
the	secret	and	inward	power	of	God’s	Spirit	and	Grace,	such	
things	would	mean	no	more	than	the	fig	leaves	with	which	
Adam	hoped	to	cover	his	nakedness.		Since	all	that	is	only	
the	product	of	man’s	own	natural	will,	proceeding	from	self-
love	and	trying	to	save	himself,	and	since	it	does	not	arise	
purely	from	that	divine	Seed	of	Righteousness	which	God	
gives	to	everyone	for	grace	and	salvation,	it	is	rejected	by	
God	and	is	not	acceptable	to	him	in	any	way,	since	the	
natural	man,	while	he	remains	in	the	natural	state,	is	
condemned	by	God	with	all	his	arts,	talents,	and	actions.	
This	great	duty	of	waiting	upon	God	must	be	performed	

by	man’s	denying	self,	both	inwardly	and	outwardly,	in	a	
quiet	and	simple	dependence	on	God,	abstracting	himself	
from	all	the	workings,	imaginations,	and	speculations	of	his	
own	mind,	being	emptied	of	himself,	so	to	speak	—	so	
thoroughly	crucified	to	the	natural	products	of	the	mind	
that	he	may	be	fit	to	receive	the	Lord,	who	will	not	accept	
any	co-partner	or	co-rival	to	his	glory	and	power.		When	
man	is	in	that	condition,	then	the	little	Seed	of	
Righteousness	which	God	has	planted	in	his	soul	and	which	
Christ	has	purchased	for	him,	that	is,	the	measure	of	Grace	
and	Life	(which	is	burdened	and	crucified	by	man’s	natural	
thoughts	and	imaginations)	receives	a	place	to	arise	and	
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becomes	a	holy	birth	and	a	begetting	in	man,	and	is	the	
divine	air	which	leavens	man’s	soul	and	spirit.		By	waiting	in	
that	Seed	he	becomes	acceptable	in	the	sight	of	God,	to	
stand	in	God’s	presence,	hear	his	voice,	and	observe	the	
motions	of	his	holy	Spirit.	
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